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The separated tower is the third tower built in the
cathedral. The first one was built at the end of XIIth
century, it was originally located where nowadays
is situated the henhouse, and in 1450 it was destroyed by lightning. This tower was replaced by a second one, whose construction ended in 1560 and
the collapse of which took place in the XVIIlth century. Around 1759 or 1760 Bishop Andrés de Porras y Temes initiated the construction of the third
tower which was built as a portico-tower, with one
of its sides resting against the south wall of the
cathedral and the remainder supported by arches
which ran along the exterior. One year later it had
to be dismantled because the construction was
unstable owing to underground water flow, and
the south facade was affected as well.
The bishop tried again with the facade and the
construction of a forth tower. The architect chosen was Martín de Beratua who looked for the
best quality site, eight meters away from the cathedral. The facade was built in 1761 and the current tower around 1762-5. The bell ringer’s house was designed by the same architect.
The present tower is 69 meters tall and is divided
into three parts. The first two floors are square,
and the upper part (the bell tower) has an octagonal formation. It is baroque style like others in La
Rioja, such as Briones tower, and the twin towers
of Santa Maria la Redonda in Logroño, also created by Martín de Beratúa. This tower was used for
a religious custom, now seldom practiced called
invoking (for example a priest may have performed rituals to invoke storms or the blessing of
crops etc) and for that reason the lower part of
the structure has many windows.
lt was made in sandstone and the foundations
were made with a mass of lime, sand, small stones and crushed cattle horns, this was to counteract the instability of the terrain and the effects of
excess underground water.
132 stairs take us up to the bell tower. In many stairs
there are holes which were used to let through
rapes which were thrown clown to allow the bells
to be played from the bell ringer’s house.
The dock installed in 1780 by the blacksmith
Martín Paseo still remains and continues working with the original mechanism.
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1.- Bell-Ringer’s House
and Exhibition of Clocks and Bells
At the foot of the free-standing tower and on its
south side, we find a building conceived as a unit
with the belfry and therefore designed and executed in the same way as the tower. We are referring to the house in which the bell ringer, a
fundamental character for the maintenance and
fulfilment of the tower’s functions, was supposed
to live.
It consists of a ground floor and a first floor, although the architect conceived two floors, as reflected in the notch left in the wall of the tower to
integrate the roof. On the ground floor was the entrance and animal areas, and on the first floor was
the living area, complete with a vegetable garden.
Since 2018, all of the above has had new functions.
The spaces that were in disuse due to the electrification of the bells have been used to house an exhibition of bells in the lower area, as well as a visit
to the process of making a bell. The upper area
has been used for an exhibition of clocks, from
the first sundials to modern hand clocks, as well
as a wide range of machinery and clocks of different sizes, materials and origins.
The Bellringer’s House continues to fulfil the same
function as the Towers, telling and striking the
time with its chimes.

Exhibition of Clocks

4.- Tower clock
The machinery that activates the operation of
the hands of the Tower’s dial, as well as the chimes that sound the hours produced by the bells.
Its movement is produced by the force of gravity
transmitted by two large weights that hang in the
also visible: the weight pit, and which must be lifted by human strength every week.
All the gearing is the original, made in the 18th
century by Martín Pasco, a blacksmith from Huércanos. It is the only Spanish cathedral tower clock
that still works with the original mechanism.

Tower clock

D. ANDRÉS

DE PORRAS Y TEMES
The Bishop of Calahorra and La Calzada, D.
Andrés de Porras y Temes, was born in Melia
(Orense) on 2nd October 1708, became a
lectoral canon in our
Cathedral and was consecrated bishop on 11th
November 1753.
Remembering his former canonry, he was a great
benefactor of the Cathedral. We owe him the south doorway or doorway of the Saint, with the presence of his episcopal coat of arms on
the upper body; but above all his generosity stands
out because on 31st January 1762 he presented the
Cathedral Chapter with a project for a new tower,
designed by Martín de Beratúa, which was built
at his expense, thanks to his will. Its construction
was completed in 1767.
He died on 16th July 1764, and was buried in the
main chapel of our town’s Cathedral. The tombstone that covered his sepulchre can be seen in the
House of the Tower, and was paid for by the Cathedral Chapter.
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